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CLUB MATTERS

INTRODUCTORY MEMBERSHIP A GREAT WAY TO GET STARTED

COMPILED BY SUSI WEHRLI-MCLAUGHLIN, SENIOR DIRECTOR OF MEMBERSHIP AT U.S. FIGURE SKATING

he new introductory membership

program is an overwhelming success

for clubs across the country. Many

clubs have packaged this membership
with other programming, special benefits and
services to attract new skaters.

"The following are testimonials from club
officials on different ways they set up their
bridge programs while utilizing the introduc-
tory membership offer to attract and increase
membership. All of these clubs carned the new
membership recognition award called “Plus 10.”

BURNSVILLE-MINNESOTA
VALLEY FSC

Burnsville-Minnesota Valley ESC enjoyed
success in our partnership with the City of Burns-
ville’s Basic Skills program. We hold quarterly
clinics during junior club ice sessions and invite
their skaters to experience junior club activities
at no cost. This invitation includes treats, prizes
and educational time for parents. Additionally,
we have coaches and board members attend Basic
Skills on the same quarterly basis. It allows us to
advertise our clinics and talk with parents who
want to know more about club ice opportunities.

Our synchronized skating program has also
inspired growth. For the past couple of years,
we've had beginner lines composed largely of new
skaters to the club. We hold a synchronized skat-
ing exhibition at the end of the session. It gener-
ates excitement amongst the younger skaters. In
the end, it’s been our efforts in engaging younger
skaters in a partnership with the city’s program
that has shown to work in increasing our clu-

Officials at the Pasudena Figure Skating Club pussed out information about
its club, while sharing details with parents regarding membership opfions
for their children.
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The FSC of Park Gity features its Bunny Hops program as part of ifs introductory membership package.

numbers and creating a group of excited skat-
ers and parents who are engaged in the process.

PASADENA FSC

Pasadena Figure Skating Club board mem-
bers spread the word that U.S. Figure Skating of-
fers an introductory membership to all new club
skaters. Our membership chair, with alternating
board members, set up a table in our rink lobby
during public sessions, passing out membership
forms and talking about the club. We found that
many parents are confused about how to begin
with U.S. Figure Skating. By talking with pro-
spective members, we are able to highlight the
benefits of being part of a club and share our ex-
periences.

Our club hosts an annual spring show, in
which we require participants to be club mem-
bers. Every year, we have skating school students
who become members because of their desire to
be a part of the production. We offer a small dis-
count off of the show application fee if a non-
club skater becomes a member.

Also, last year, the Pasadena FSC included
Basic Skills for the first time in our annual com-
petition. It was a smashing success. It brought
U.S. Figure Skating to the attention of our begin-
ning skaters and helped bridge the gap. By giving
them the option of participating in Basic Skills,
a lot of our competition skaters joined the club
once they realized the benefits of full member-

ship.
BOURNE SC

Bourne Skating Club of Bourne, Mass., im-

plemented our version of the introductory
membership two years ago. We called it “Begin-
ner Membership” and charged $50. We imple-
mented this membership category as a way to
ease the transition from Basic Skills into full club







